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Expanding high speed Internet for all South Dakotans.
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utilization. This is done by collecting service information from South
Dakota’s telecommunication providers, through mapping of Internet
speed test results and through surveys designed to capture both
utilization measures and anecdotal
evidence on the impact of broadband
access. These surveys will be
delivered to various demographic
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In partnership with the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), this 24-question survey was delivered to 6,500 agricultural
producers across South Dakota. Advertising efforts helped promote and
increase awareness of the survey. If USDA did not receive a completed
survey a second survey was mailed and follow-up calls were made to
any secondary non-respondents. The results shown in the following
pages are aggregated from 2,338 respondents, a 36 percent response
rate. Respondents who were not agricultural producers were excluded
along with those indicating they received no income from agriculture
production.

This publication provides a high-level overview of survey results. The
full report can be found online at broadband.sd.gov or by email request
to broadband@state.sd.us.

It is our hope that this publication helps describe how broadband
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Internet Usage in South Dakota's Agricultural Community

Survey Responses by County
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Agricultural Users of Broadband - By County - 2012
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Data Services / Smartphone Usage in Ag Operations

}_ 92% of respondents have a cell phone_\

' 27% subscribe to data services
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Does anyonein your family ever bring home
a computerin orderto work from home?

| Challenge to ensure providers
cover agricultural locations

_ If no children there, why build?

Do you have school-age children living with you?

72%

" Initially alarming, | . 17%

but explained by a 9%
lack of school-age [ ]

- children at home No Children 0-5Years Old 6-12 Years 13 -17 Years

Living at Home Oold Old




How often do you use the Internet for your
agricultural business operations? Selew. Une
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If you were one of the 2,338 agricultural producers who helped our
state’s broadband team gather data and information, we thank you.
With your responses and comments to the 2012 Internet Usage in
South Dakota’s Agricultural Community survey, you have contributed to
a state and national effort to help improve broadband connectivity in
rural areas, and most importantly, in your communities.
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Take a Broadband Speed Test.

The quickest and easiest way to help is to take a broadband speed test at speedtest.sd.gov. We
encourage everyone in South Dakota to support the state Broadband Initiative by conducting the speed
test, as many times in as many places as possible. In fact, take the speed test more than once, since
speeds will vary, based on many variables such as time of day.

Tell us more about the services.
In addition to conducting the speed test, contact us with any additional details on broadband services or
the lack of services in your area.

Tell us your story.
How has broadband changed your life? Do you have a story you would like to share? Please share your
story by visiting broadband.sd.gov.

Be Informed - Stay Informed.

Educate yourself on the benefits of broadband. Find out what new and innovative technologies are
available as a result of “always on” high speed Internet. Check out broadband.sd.gov to stay informed
with the most current information and connect with us on Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.

Take a survey.

As part of our planning and strategies we need to first determine the current broadband availability and
usage. These surveys help determine how citizens are currently utilizing broadband Internet, if they have
access, if they do not have access and what barriers exist, as well as other future needs of relevant
sectors across the state. All online surveys are available at broadband.sd.gov. If you need a paper survey,
contact us and one can be mailed to you.

Tell us where Public Wi-Fi Hotspots are located.
Let us know where you access broadband from Public Wi-Fi Hotspot locations. As we collect this data, it
will be mapped out for all citizens to know where they can connect to these locations.

How can telecommunication providers get involved?

Participation from telecommunication providers is critical to the success of the Broadband Initiative.
Almost all providers in South Dakota are involved in helping provide data or other methods of
involvement.

What is a Community Anchor Institution and what role do they play in the initiative?
Community Anchor Institutions include libraries, community centers, schools, universities, police



For more information on the results of the 2012 Internet Usage in South
Dakota’s Agricultural Community survey, please visit broadband.sd.gov. A
more in-depth analysis of the survey data is available in different ways:

v Results of each individual survey question.
v Cross tabulation tables to understand how two survey items relate.
v Question results by county to compare with others.



Expanding high speed Internet for all South Dakotans.
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South Dakota Bureau of Information & Telecommunications
700 Governors Drive, Pierre, SD 57501
605.773.4165 | broadband.sd.gov | broadband@state.sd.us

o You

Facebook.com/broadbandsd | YouTube.com/broadbandsd
@broadbandsd
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